
have supply stops at every fixture,
and your family won’t yell at you
every time they see you with a
wrench in your hand. Remember,
fixture supply stops must be easily
accessible; you can’t drywall or plas-
ter over them without installing an
access panel to reach them.
Supply stop problems
Be aware of these common problems
with fixture supply stops: 

Many water supply valves drip
when turned off and then back on
again after an extended period of dis-

vent freezing, but many then forget
to open the outside spigot to drain
the remaining water. If the water
trapped between the spigot and sup-
ply shutoff valve freezes, it can burst
that section of pipe. Since there’s no
water flowing through this short
damaged section of pipe, there are no
obvious leaks or sign of damage—
yet. But when you turn the supply
valve back on in the spring and pres-
sure returns to that pipe, the burst
section of pipe will leak like crazy—
and often go unnoticed for hours or

Finally, many icemakers and fur-
nace humidifiers are fed by small
flexible copper tubes that are con-
nected to larger copper pipes via a
very small T-handled device called a
saddle valve (Photo 4 ). These valves
essentially bite into the larger pipe to
feed the smaller one. Leaky saddle
valves are a major cause of residential
water damage and are no longer
code-compliant in many areas. If you
have saddle valves, replace them with
standard supply stops. 
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