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Image Alt Text *   

	Learn how to keep pests out of your house with these easy strategies.


SUMMARY 

SHORT DESCRIPTION (“Happy Talk” – first 156 characters appear in Google search results)

	Use these pest-fighting strategies to eliminate mice, ants, spiders and other critters. Each is easy to complete in less than an hour, at almost no cost! First, we&#39;ll show you how to close the

entryways, then eliminate the moisture that sustains them

and the clutter that provides a cozy habitat.



PROJECT LENGTH  (fill in from list)

	One day




PROJECT LENGTH DESCRIPTION

	You can complete all the critter proofing steps in about one day. 


COST (fill in from list)

	$20-$100




COST DESCRIPTION

	The total for all materials is usually less than $50.




PROJECT COMPLEXITY (Difficulty - fill in from list)

	Simple




COMPLEXITY DESCRIPTION

	Nothing difficult here unless you find rot or have a lot of clutter to organize.
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STEP HEADER/TITLE

	<strong>STEP 1: </strong>Find the passages that let pests in




STEP BODY

[Max number of Steps is 20]

	<p>Although your walls may appear solid, many walls are full of tiny pest passageways. Small insects can sneak through the tiniest cracks, so you may not be able to make your home absolutely bug-proof. But you can seal most gaps, especially the larger ones that let in mice and larger insects. </p>

<p>Put on some old clothes, as you&#39;ll have to get on the ground, slink behind bushes and even crawl under your deck to examine your home&#39;s exterior. Take a flashlight and a mirror along. If mice are your main concern, also bring a pencil. If you can slide the pencil into a crack, it&#39;s large enough for a young mouse to squeeze through. Take your time and examine every square foot of your home. Pests becoming a problem in your house? With a few hours work you can block most of their entry points. Here are the key areas to inspect: </p>

<p><strong>Wall penetrations:</strong> </br>

Search for gaps around anything that passes through your walls such as gas, plumbing and AC lines, phone and TV cables and exhaust vents. Siding: Gaps and holes in siding and around trim are usually obvious. But also look under the siding where it meets the foundation (Photo 1). Rot, foundation shifting and sloppy building practices can leave openings there. </p>

<p><strong>Doors and windows:</strong> </br>
Look for torn screens and worn-out weatherstripping that might provide an entryway for bugs. If mice are a problem, make sure the rubber gasket under your garage door seals tightly to the floor (replace the gasket if it doesn&#39;t seal). </p>

<p><strong>Foundation:</strong> </br> Look for foundation settling cracks in masonry and make sure basement windows close and seal tightly (Photo 3). If there&#39;s a crawlspace under your house, all the floors above the space are potential entry zones. If the crawlspace is accessible, put on safety glasses, crawl inside and inspect it with a flashlight. </p>

<p><strong>Tip:</strong> </br>Sometimes you can locate passageways from indoors. On a sunny day, light peeking into a dark basement, garage or attic reveals gaps and cracks. A heavy concentration of cobwebs indoors can also indicate an entry point. </p>

<p><strong>Foliage or wood piles:</strong> </br>

Anything touching your house can provide a freeway for bugs. Tree branches, for example, can spell trouble even high above ground level. Ants that feed on aphids in trees use branches as a bridge to your house. The solution is to trim back branches. </p>

<p><strong>Dryer vents and exhaust fans:</strong> </br>
Be sure that dampers open and close freely (Photo 3). Trouble starts when a sticking damper stays open and leaves a welcoming entrance for all sorts of critters, including birds and squirrels. </p>
<p><strong>Soffits and roof:</strong> </br>
Look for holes and gaps in soffits and fascia, especially where they run into adjoining rooflines (these are favorite entries for squirrels, bats and wasps). </p>
<p><strong>Roof vents:</strong> </br>A missing or chewed-through screen on roof vents lets squirrels or bats into your attic. </p>
<p><strong>Chimney caps:</strong></br>
Add chimney caps if you don&#39;t already have them. They prevent birds and rodents from making the firebox of your fireplace their summer home. </p>
<p><strong>Gutters:</strong> </br>
Debris-filled gutters are a favorite nesting spot for corn ants. </p>
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	FIGURE A How common household pests get in 




TYPE (Standard Box or Caution Box)

	standard




BODY

	Your home is an inviting place for many types of pests. But with a little maintenance savvy, you can keep them out.

IMAGE HANDLER: This text should be part of the illustration, as in the pdf. This should enlarge to Jumbo. Please let me know if you have questions. Thanks. MF

<p><strong>Ants: </strong>  Tree branches that touch the house become a &ldquo;bug bridge&rdquo; to your home. Ants will nest in clogged gutters. </p>
<p><strong>Bats and squirrels: </strong>

Gaps along roof vents, dormers and adjoining rooflines become entrance points into your cozy attic. </p>
<p><strong>Cockroaches: </strong>

Cardboard box clutter is the perfect habitat for a cockroach colony. </p>
<p><strong>Beetles: </strong>  Loose sliding doors, windows and thresholds provide bugs easy entrance. </p>

<p><strong>Mice: </strong>  Tiny holes in your home&#39;s exterior such as gaps around utility lines and along foundations offer rodents a thoroughfare into your home. </p>
<p><strong>Moisture bugs: </strong> Poorly directed downspouts, shallow slopes and thatchy lawns make basements moist for spiders, centipedes and other bugs to thrive. </p>
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IMAGE ALT TEXT (editor writes. SHORT identifier not visible on screen)

	Common pest entries




IMAGE DESCRIPTION (this is small-font text)

	Common pest entries




Image Alt Text *   

	Pay attention to these parts of your house when you’re trying to keep pests out of your house.
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STEP HEADER/TITLE

	<strong>STEP 2: </strong> Eliminate pest entrances




STEP BODY

[Max number of Steps is 20]

	<p>Chances are you&#39;ll find several entry points in your walls, foundation or soffits. Fortunately, these gaps and cracks are easy to seal. For those smaller than 1/4 in. wide, acrylic latex caulk is a good filler because it&#39;s inexpensive, paintable and easy to apply (Photo 4). But acrylic caulk won&#39;t last long in wider gaps. For gaps and cracks 1/4 in. up to 1/2 in. wide, use polyurethane caulk. Polyurethane is gooey and more difficult to use than acrylic caulk, but you can smooth and paint it for a neat-looking job. Keep a rag and mineral spirits handy to clean up accidents. </p>
<p>Expanding foam is a fast, convenient filler for anything wider or for areas where appearance doesn&#39;t matter. It can fill gaps of any size but doesn&#39;t leave a smooth, neat-looking patch. And rodents can gnaw right through foam, so it&#39;s smart to stuff gaps with copper mesh before you add the foam (Photo 6). Conventional steel wool can eventually rust away. If you only have a few gaps to fill, buy a box of Chore Boy copper scrubbing pads from a hardware store or online. If you have holes galore, it may be cheaper to purchase a professional copper mesh product like CopperBlocker, which is available online. For most cracks, &ldquo;minimal expanding&rdquo; foam is the easiest to use (standard foam expands too much, flows out of the crack and makes a mess). A little overflow is no problem, since you can slice off the excess (Photo 7). For large or hollow cavities, standard full-expansion foam is the best (Photo 5). </p>



CAROUSEL (Max. # of images in carousel is 10)
IMAGE TITLE (a label: Photo #, Fig. #, description of strip out, etc.)

	Plug big holes permanantly
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Stuff copper scrubbing pads into gaps before foaming them. You can usually find copper scrubbers at a hardware store.




Image Alt Text *   

	Use copper scrubbing pads to plug holes and keep pests out of your house.


IMAGE TITLE (a label: Photo #, Fig. #, description of strip out, etc.)

	PHOTO 1: Check the foundation/siding joint
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Inspect the underside of your siding using a mirror. If you find a gap, mark the location with masking tape so you can seal it later. 



IMAGE TITLE (a label: Photo #, Fig. #, description of strip out, etc.)

	PHOTO 2: Look for gaps at the dryer vent
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Examine dryer vents to ensure the damper isn&#39;t stuck open or broken off completely. Also check that the seal between the vent and the wall is tight.  


IMAGE TITLE (a label: Photo #, Fig. #, description of strip out, etc.)

	PHOTO 3: Seal gaps at door and windows




IMAGE # (appears on pdf)

	FH06MAY_CTRPYH_04.jpg



IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Seal doors, windows and basement sashes with adhesive-backed weatherstripping. Clean the surface first so the weatherstrip will adhere well. 



IMAGE TITLE (a label: Photo #, Fig. #, description of strip out, etc.)

	PHOTO 4: Caulk gaps between trim and siding
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Fill gaps between trim and siding with acrylic latex caulk. Keep a wet cloth handy to clean up any stray caulk. Smooth the bead with a wet finger. 
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	PHOTO 5: Foam large soffit gaps
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Pull nests from the soffit gaps and then fill these openings with expanding foam. After the foam hardens, cut off the excess with a utility knife. 
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	PHOTO 6: Plug gaps with mesh
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Stuff in a generous amount of copper mesh with a screwdriver, leaving about half an inch of space for expanding foam sealant. Seal gaps with foam.
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	PHOTO 6A: Copper scrubbers
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	6A You can usually find copper scrubbers at a hardware store.
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	PHOTO 7: Trim foam when hard
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Trim the foam flush using a utility knife after allowing the foam to harden overnight. To trim off a thicker section of foam, use an old steak knife.
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	Mousetrap technique




TYPE (Standard Box or Caution Box)

	standard




BODY

	<p>Snap-type mousetraps, when well placed, can be an effective way to rid your house of mice. Snap traps may seem cruel, but compared with a slow death from a glue trap or poisoned bait, they&#39;re a more humane way to exterminate mice. And because you toss the remains in the garbage, there are no dead mouse surprises to encounter later. </p>
<p>Common mistakes are poor placement of traps and using too few of them. Mice have poor vision and prefer to feel their way along walls. Place snap traps along walls in areas where you&#39;ve seen the telltale brown pellets. For an average- size house, two dozen mousetraps would not be too many. </p>
<p>The best technique is to set two traps, parallel to the wall, with the triggers facing out. While mice can jump over one trap, they can&#39;t jump two. Favorite baits of professional exterminators are chocolate syrup and peanut butter. </p>
<p>Live traps are best used in pairs in the same manner as conventional mousetraps. Place them back-to-back with the open doors on each end. </p>
<p><strong>TIP:</strong> Before you sweep up mouse droppings, always spray them with a disinfectant spray such as Lysol. Mice can pass disease to humans through their waste. </p>
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	Mice and traps




IMAGE DESCRIPTION (this is small-font text)

	Snap-traps
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STEP HEADER/TITLE

	<strong>STEP 3: </strong> Deprive bugs of moisture




STEP BODY

[Max number of Steps is 20]

	<p>Insects and other small pests need to draw life-sustaining moisture from their surroundings, so they avoid dry places and are attracted to moist ones. If the soil around your house, the foundation and the walls is dry, it&#39;ll be less attractive to insects, spiders and centipedes. </p>
<p>There&#39;s no way to keep everything perfectly dry, of course, but you can reduce moisture. Here are common moisture sources and ways to reduce them: </br>

<strong>Downspouts and gutters:</strong> Check that the downspouts are turned away from the house, and invest in a splash block or downspout extensions to disperse rainwater. Also watch for major leaks in your gutter system that may be pouring water onto or near your foundation. </br>
<strong>Standing water:</strong> 

If water is not absorbing into your lawn, your grass may have a buildup of thatch. The solution is to aerate your lawn to open up dense patches and admit water better. </br>
<strong>Poor drainage:</strong> 

Make sure that the soil is sloped away from the house at least 6 in. over 10 ft. This will reduce soil dampness near your foundation and keep your basement drier. </br>
<strong>Mounded mulch:</strong> 

Mulch and soil trap moisture and should be raked away from your windowsills and any other wood (Photo 1). </br>
<strong>Heavy vegetation:</strong> 

Plants growing against the house will keep siding damp. Trim back bushes and trees. </br>

<strong>Plumbing leaks:</strong>  

Fix leaks such as a dripping hose bib. If your home is above a crawlspace, look for leaks from any exposed plumbing under the house. </p>
<p>Moisture problems can come from inside the home too. A leaky sink trap, for example, can create a moist bug oasis under your kitchen cabinets. A poor seal around a bathtub can allow water into the surrounding floor and walls. Damp basements are a favorite home for spiders, centipedes, millipedes, silverfish and sowbugs. </p>
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	PHOTO 1: Protect wood from moisture
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Rake moisture-wicking soil and mulch away from the window frames and low wood. Turn your mulch periodically to help keep dampness down, and keep bushes trimmed back as well.



Image Alt Text *   

	Keeping wood windows dry helps to keep pests out of your house.


IMAGE TITLE (a label: Photo #, Fig. #, description of strip out, etc.)

	PHOTO 2: Probe for rotten wood
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	If you suspect an area is damp, use a screwdriver to probe the wood to determine if it&#39;s soft and moist. Eliminate the moisture source and replace rotten wood.



Image Alt Text *   

	Finding and replacing rotten wood will help keep pests out of the house.
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TITLE

	Spider solution




TYPE (Standard Box or Caution Box)

	standard




BODY

	You can virtually eliminate spiders in your basement by using a dehumidifier to maintain a 40 percent humidity level and vigilantly sweeping down cobwebs whenever they appear. Keep the basement windowsills brushed clean too. In a matter of weeks, the spider population will die down significantly. 
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	Woman and broom brushing cobwebs




IMAGE DESCRIPTION (this is small-font text)

	Reduce the spider count
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STEP HEADER/TITLE

	<strong>STEP 4: </strong> Eliminate clutter




STEP BODY

[Max number of Steps is 20]

	<p>If pests are the enemy, then clutter is the battlefield. Any pests you can name love our untidiness for a couple of reasons: to hide their initial infestation and provide privacy and shelter for reproduction. The best way to eliminate pest homes is to store items properly. Garages often harbor many clutter zones and are easily accessible to critters. Add to that the seductive smells of pet chow and your garage will look pretty darn cozy to pests looking for an upscale home. Birdseed and pet food need to be stored in containers that mice and other rodents can&#39;t get into (Photo 1). Avoid keeping old cardboard boxes in your garage, but if you must, make sure they are broken down neatly, stored off the floor and inspected regularly. </p>

<p>Neatness deters pests indoors, too. Keep cardboard boxes and even plastic bins off the floor and on a wire rack or shelf. Be especially rigorous on concrete floors. Moisture forms between the concrete floor and the box bottom (silverfish especially love damp spaces under boxes). Another reason to use storage racks is for easier pest inspections. With boxes off the floor, you can quickly spot mouse droppings and other evidence of unwanted critters (Photo 1). </p>

<p>The cabinet under the kitchen sink is a potential pest nirvana with trash, moisture, clutter and dark hiding places. Infestations can be hard to spot under all the sponges, rubber gloves and paper bags. To get on track, take everything out of the cabinet and stick self-adhesive vinyl tile squares to the cabinet floor. These tiles are cheap (at home centers) and easy to wipe clean. Next put all your cleaning supplies in a tote so you can easily remove them to inspect and clean (Photo 2). While you&#39;re under there, be sure to check for plumbing leaks. </p>
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	PHOTO 1: Store pet food
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Store pet food in a lidded metal trashcan, as mice

cannot climb the slick, vertical sides of the can. Sealed plastic containers are also a good option.  
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	PHOTO 1: Keep stored items above the floor
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Store items off the floor on wire rack shelving to prevent moisture from collecting underneath. Look for mouse droppings and other evidence of infestation with a flashlight and mirror. 



Image Alt Text *   

	Moving items off the damp floor and inspecting for mouse droppings will help keep pests out of the house.
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	PHOTO 2: Consolidate under-sink clutter
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IMAGE DESCRIPTION (the cutline)

	Tidy up under the kitchen sink. Store items in a caddy so you can easily clear out the cabinet for cleaning and inspection. Self-adhesive tiles provide an easy-to-clean surface. 



Image Alt Text *   

	Making sure the area under the sink is clean and dry will help keep pests out of the house.
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	Eliminate cockroaches




TYPE (Standard Box or Caution Box)

	standard




BODY

	<p>Tucking paper bags under the kitchen sink is tempting, but unfortunately it creates a cockroach condo. Even worse, once the cockroaches move in, they deposit their pheromone laced fecal pellets. It&#39;s their way of inviting even more cockroaches to the party in your kitchen. </p>
<p>If you have cockroaches, it&#39;s usually best to hire a professional exterminator. You can buy high-quality bait products, but they&#39;re expensive and are only effective if you place them properly. If only 5 percent of the roaches survive your attack, they will completely repopulate in just a few months. For a little more you can hire a pro who understands the habits of cockroaches and will place the bait in hard-to-reach crevices. Furthermore, a reputable exterminator will guarantee the job. </p>
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	Shopping bag




IMAGE DESCRIPTION (this is small-font text)

	Cockroach condo
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TOOLS & MATERIALS

LIST OF REQUIRED TOOLS (editor refers to list)

	Flashlight

Garden rake

Utility knife

Caulk gun




TOOL OVERRIDES

	Screwdriver, flat tip

Hand mirror
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LIST OF REQUIRED MATERIALS 

	Caulk

Expanding foam

Copper scrubbers

Foam weatherstripping
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